
SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

PLEASE NOTE: PROPOSED SUB A HAS BEEN ADDED FOR S-456
PLEASE NOTE:  S-456 HAS BEEN ADDED TO THIS AGENDA
PLEASE NOTE: S-438 WILL NOT BE HEARD AT THIS TIME

NOTICE OF MEETING

DATE: Thursday, May 11, 2023
TIME: Rise of the Senate

PLACE: Room 211 - State House

Budget Presentations:

     •   	FY2024 Budget: Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA)
     •	   FY2024 Budget: Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority (RITBA)

SCHEDULED FOR CONSIDERATION

Senate Bill No. 456 
BY Pearson, Ruggerio, DiPalma, Cano, Gallo
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT {LC2481/1} (Amends the student success factor calculation of the
state share ratio for foundation aid by accounting for English language in determining the state's
share of foundation aid eligibility for each school district.)
03/03/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
03/03/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration
03/07/2023 Committee recommended measure be held for further study
05/09/2023 Scheduled for consideration

SCHEDULED FOR HEARING AND/OR CONSIDERATION

Senate Bill No. 920 
BY DiMario, DiPalma, Pearson, Gu, Lawson, Euer, Miller, Lombardo, Mack, F. Lombardi
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES -- MOTOR FUEL
TAX {LC2696/1} (Amends the distribution of proceeds of motor fuel tax to raise amount from
$0.0975 to ten cents in fiscal year 2024 and thereafter with the additional one-quarter cent to be
used as state match for the section 5311 formula grants for rural areas program.)
03/30/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0456.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0920.pdf


Senate Bill No. 921 
BY DiMario, DiPalma, Pearson, Gu, Lawson, Euer, Miller, Lombardo, Mack, F. Lombardi
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS -- RHODE
ISLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY {LC2675/1} (Requires RIPTA to review existing
routes in rural communities to identify gaps in service, authorize paratransit vouchers, establish a
one-year pilot program to study expanding services and provide vouchers to those with disabilities
in those areas.)
03/30/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Housing and Municipal Government
05/05/2023 Committee transferred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 247 
BY Lauria, DiMario, Miller, Valverde, Lawson, Ujifusa, Murray, Euer, Kallman, Quezada
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- HEALTH
CARE FOR CHILDREN AND PREGNANT WOMEN {LC1725/1} (Provides children from birth
through age five (5) with continuous coverage eligibility for RIte Track/RIte Care so that they are
not at risk of losing coverage at the yearly redetermination due solely to administrative barriers.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 226 
BY Sosnowski, Pearson, Valverde, Gu
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- CANCER BENEFITS FOR
FIRE FIGHTERS {LC1055/1} (Defines a fire fighter as a member of a fire department or a city,
town, or fire district emergency services unit for the purposes of cancer benefits for firefighters.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 438 
BY   -Sosnowski, Kallman, Ujifusa, F. Lombardi, Lauria, McKenney, Mack, Burke, Valverde,

Zurier
ENTITLED,  -AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- PUBLIC HEALTH AND
WORKPLACE SAFETY ACT {LC923/1} (Repeals the exemption granted to pari mutual facilities
and casinos from the smoke free workplace requirement contained in the Public Health and
Workplace Safety Act.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs
04/26/2023 Committee transferred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Resolution No. 271 
BY Zurier
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,000,000 TO THE
RHODE ISLAND COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES FOR DIRECT GRANT FUNDING TO
COMMUNITY CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT RHODE ISLAND {LC804/1}
(This resolution would authorize the appropriation of the sum of $1,000,000 to the Rhode Island
Council for the Humanities to continue efforts to support local cultural organizations throughout the
State.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration2

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0921.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0247.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0226.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0438.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0271.pdf


Senate Bill No. 509 
BY Zurier, Ciccone, Mack, Quezada
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- TOURISM
AND DEVELOPMENT {LC1653/1} (Allows all hosting platforms to offer short-term rental units,
impairs the authority of the city or town to exercise its authority to regulate the zoning or short-term
rental units.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Resolution No. 513 
BY Zurier, Ujifusa, Lauria, Sosnowski
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,500,000 TO THE
OFFICE OF ENERGY RESOURCES TO FUND GRANTS FOR SOLAR CANOPY (OR SOLAR
CARPORT) PROJECTS {LC1945/1} (This joint resolution would authorize an appropriation of
$1,500,000 out of the 2022-2023 budget surplus to review and approve grants in the amount of up
$2,000 per expected kilowatt generated for solar canopy (or solar carport) projects.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Resolution No. 515 
BY Zurier, Euer, Lauria, Sosnowski
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $100,000 TO THE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION {LC2156/1} (This resolution would authorize the
appropriation of the sum of $100,000 to the public utilities commission for the purposes of hiring
additional expert capacity to manage the process and ultimately develop a microgrid services tariff.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Resolution No. 520 
BY Zurier, Euer, Lauria
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,000,000 TO THE
OFFICE OF ENERGY RESOURCES TO FUND A REBATE PROGRAM IN CONJUNCTION
WITH THE PASSAGE OF AN ELIGIBLE ORDINANCE THAT WOULD BAN THE USE OF
GASOLINE-POWERED LEAF BLOWERS {LC1946/1} (This joint resolution would authorize an
appropriation out of the 2022-2023 budget surplus of $1,000,000 to fund a rebate program in
conjunction with the passage of an eligible ordinance that would ban the use of gasoline-powered
leaf blowers.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 211 
BY Miller, Sosnowski, Lawson
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES - INSURANCE
BENEFITS {LC1209/1} (Enables adjunct faculty members eligible for state employee medical
insurance.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration
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http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0509.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0513.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0515.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0520.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0211.pdf


Senate Bill No. 527 
BY Acosta, Kallman, Mack, Euer, Miller, Murray
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCE -- STATE BUDGET {LC1905/1}
(Directs the budget officer to include in the annual state budget and explanation of how the budget
furthers efforts to ensure equity in the state.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 237 
BY Acosta, DiPalma, Britto, Mack, Pearson, Zurier, Kallman, Euer, DiMario, Sosnowski
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL
SUPPORT {LC1555/1} (Requires that the school housing aid ratio shall be increased by five
percent (5%) for projects that ensure Rhode Island based minority business enterprises reach a
minimum of twenty percent (20%) of the dollar value of the bid.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 545 
BY Kallman, DiPalma, Lawson, DiMario, Zurier, Tikoian, Murray, Felag, Ruggerio, Valverde
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCE -- RHODE ISLAND SECURE
CHOICE RETIREMENT SAVINGS PROGRAM ACT {LC2123/1} (Establishes the Rhode Island
secure choice retirement savings program as a public corporation managing IRA-type investments.
Requires employers to offer the program to employees or be subject to a $250 penalty per
employee.)
03/07/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 234 
BY Kallman, Euer, Cano, Pearson, Goodwin, Mack, Acosta, Murray, DiMario, Lauria
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS -- RHODE
ISLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY {LC1270/1} (Prohibits the Rhode Island Public
Transit Authority (RIPTA) from imposing any fares and/or charges for service provided to the
general public. Effective January 1, 2024.)
02/16/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

Senate Bill No. 73 
BY Kallman, McKenney, Burke, Sosnowski
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBIC PROPERTY AND WORKS -- STATE
PURCHASES {LC574/1} (Allows a municipality, by ordinance or resolution, to increase the
minimum bid for small purchases to ten thousand dollars ($10,000).)
02/01/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration
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http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0527.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0237.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0545.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0234.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0073.pdf


Senate Bill No. 866 
BY Kallman, Lombardo, Acosta, Cano, Euer, Burke, DiPalma, Gallo, Quezada, Mack
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT FUND {LC2652/1} (Creates funding of affordable housing programs within the
department of housing. Also creates a land bank program as well as residential development
programs for the construction of low-income housing units by the department and the cities and
towns.)
03/30/2023 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance
05/05/2023 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration

PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE

Senate Bill No. 456  SUB A
{LC2481/A/1}

TESTIMONY SUBMITTAL:
*Written Testimony must be submitted prior to 3:00 PM on Thursday, May 11, 2023, in order for it
to be provided to the members of the committee at the hearing and to be included in the meeting
records.

TELEVISION AND LIVESTREAM INFORMATION:
The meeting will be televised by Capitol Television on: Cox Communications, channels 15 and 61
for high definition; i3Broadband (Formerly Full Channel) on 15; and Verizon, on channel 34. 

https://www.rilegislature.gov/CapTV/Pages/default.aspxLivestreaming is available at 

Alex Rocha
Committee Clerk
276-5580
SenateFinance@rilegislature.gov

POSTED:  FRIDAY, MAY 5, 2023, 4:26 PM
LAST REVISED:  TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023, 12:40 PM
PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023, 3:05 PM
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